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Today's banner by David Bosher: Luas tram no. 4009 to Jervis in Dublin city centre on 19th June 2016.



    

      
        
          News

	12/03/2024	More than £1.5m paid out in ScotRail compensation since nationalisation, figures show 
STV
		Remembering Scots railway worker who snared stunning Nazi spy and protected military secrets 
Daily Record
		Passengers reminded of nine-day West Highland Line closure 
Network Rail
		Dundee buses rode to residents rescue  and made trams a thing of the past 
The Courier
	11/03/2024	DRS charity open day returns 
Direct Rail Services
		CalMac have resumed sailings from Ardrossan Harbour 
Ardrossan Herald
		The crumbling Crossroads Station in Dundee is a relic of rails steam era 
The Courier
		Double-decker bus roof ripped off after crashing into low bridge in West Lothian 
STV
		Avanti West Coast celebrates 2,500 pupils enjoying Feel Good Field Trips 
Avanti West Coast
		Revealed: The top websites rail users browse on the go 
Northern
		Major retailer has reopened store in Glasgow train station 
Glasgow Times
	10/03/2024	CalMac crisis: Chief executive Robbie Drummond condemns ‘chaos’ caused to its busiest Arran route by ‘absolute failure’ at Ardrossan port 
Scotsman
	09/03/2024	Traffic noise is 'grave problem' for Limerick burials 
Limerick Live
		Network Rail announces plans for new footbridge at Lanarkshire train station 
Daily Record
		Northumberland Line fares announced as customers are told they can travel from Ashington to Newcastle for less than £3 
Northern
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    Bay Horse

    Snowploughs on the move. Having travelled down from Carlisle to Crewe a couple of nights earlier, ...

  




  
  
    Troon

    A telehandler assists with the erection of steelwork for the replacement Troon station building. ...

  




  
  
    Bay Horse

    An early 2024 excursion was run by LSL from Crewe to Glasgow Central on 13th January. 86101 Sir ...

  




  
  
    Ayr Station Hotel

    Ayr Station Hotel on 9th January 2024, viewed from the south. Definitely another section has gone ...

  




  
  
    Hindley

    This is Deep Pit footbridge, just to the west of Hindley station, and in September 2023 it  became a ...

  




  
  
    Leven

    Colas power cars 43321 and 43285 pass the Fife Heritage Railway compound with a route learner from ...

  




  
  
    Cameron Bridge

    It begins! 158704 draws away from Cameron Bridge 2nd station with a crew training run from Leven to ...

  




  
  
    Croston

    A bench inscribed 'In Memory of John McIntyre' has been placed on the operational platform at ...

  




  
  
    Retford High Level

    The River Idle has flooded again at Retford. Some flood water can be seen alongside the East Coast ...

  




  
  
    Woodacre Crossing

    DB Cargo to re-gear ten Class 66/0 locos. To allow the withdrawal of their remaining Class 60s, DBC ...

  




  
  
    Leven

    Looking east from the Fife Heritage Railway compound, to the inner crossover on the new Leven ...

  




  
  
    Woodacre Crossing

    Five DRS Class 37s sold. In December 2023, Direct Rail Services announced that they have sold five ...

  




  
  
    Dalgety Bay

    Weather impacts. 66771 and 73969 run through Dalgety Bay on 27th December 2023, making their way to ...
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          On this day


	1848 	Great Southern and Western Railway
Extended from Borris and Roscrea to Thurles.
	1856 	Torbanehill and Bathgate Branch (Monkland Railways)
Closed.
	1941 	Start of Clydebank Blitz

	1970 	Dingwall and Skye Railway
Kyle of Lochalsh Extension (Highland Railway)
Strathcarron to Strome Ferry re-opens (following major rockfall).
	2000 	Portpatrick Railway
Sea Containers
The Seacat fast ferry service to Belfast is relocated from Stranraer Pier to Troon.
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          This day in history


	
      
    	
      MV ^Maid of Argyll^ moored at Bowling Harbour^s coaling wharf during the winter season break. The white building was the Harbour Master^s office.

      Brian Haslehust (1966)
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          Notes and Queries


	
      
    	
      A Class 47 loco stabled near a junction in summer 1989 but where and what are those gantries for?
[Added 01 March 2023.]

       Responses so far
    



          
  

  











  
 


          Miscellany


Related to Elrick Signal Box.



Eyesight tests



South of the former box was a set of eyesight check signals - a lineside shed on the west side and a gantry with six signals also on the west side.
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          Key events


	February 2024	Dunblane resignalling to allow southbound trains to depart from Platform 3

Highland networks closed by storm on 5 February

East Kilbride carpark reduced for new station construction

Addiewell temporarily closed for reconstruction

Brodick ferries diverted to Troon by Ardrossan pier damage

Seawall damage near Helmsdale 
	January 2024	'The Hatch' café opens at Singer

'Reboot your Commute' advertising campaign

Four loops taken out of use during snow on HML

Storms Isha and Jocelyn led to network closures from 1900 on 21 and 23 January

Storm Ingunn on 31 January closed West and North Highland routes 
	December 2023	Further strikes and other action by ASLEF at DfT train operators in first week of December

Glasgow-Barrhead electric services begin

Cathcart Circle and Shotts expresses restored all day

East Linton station opens

'Polar Express' trains on the Edinburgh South Suburban

First Boxing Day trains to Edinburgh since 1981

Storms Pia and Gerritt affect services 
	November 2023	RMT members vote to accept pay offer, but ASLEF announce a rolling programme of strikes in December at DfT operators. Waverley brought to a standstill for rest of day after power-surge fried signals on 2 November. Calls suspended at Altnabreac. New Sleeper lounge at Euston. New coffee-shop at Shettleston. 
	October 2023	Strikes at Anglo-Scottish operators by RMT on 1 October, ALEF on 4 October with ASLEF overtime ban on 2-6 October.

Three weekends of train services suspended to north-east Scotland as a result of heavy rain, with Storm Babet bringing the heaviest to Scotland since 1891.

HS2's Birmingham-Manchester leg cancelled.

Start of six-month trial abolition of ScotRail peak fares. 
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          Slideshows


	Docklands Light Railway, 2008-2023	[[images]]	0 photos
	Crouch Valley Line,Essex, 1972-2014	[[images]]	0 photos
	Class 357 C2C units 2013-2023	[[images]]	0 photos
	UK and Irish signal boxes, National and Heritage Lines, 1981-2022	[[images]]	0 photos
	First Day of Elizabeth Line "core section 24.5.22	[[images]]	0 photos
	Bluebell Railway, Bank Holiday Monday, 6th May 2013	[[images]]	0 photos
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Books


Selected from Amazon's New Releases.
 


  

  The Railways of Stirling

  
    ASIN 1915069297

    Publisher Lightmoor Press

    Published 2023-09-20

    Author(s) Peddie, Donald 
  

  View on Amazon



  

  Class 08 Locomotives in Scotland (Class Locomotives)

  
    ASIN 1398105600

    Publisher Amberley Publishing

    Published 2023-10-15

    Author(s) Howat, Colin J. 
  

  View on Amazon



  

  The Dundee & Arbroath Railway

  
    ASIN 1915069173

    Publisher Lightmoor Press

    Published 2023-02-24

    Author(s) Ferguson, Niall 
  

  View on Amazon



  

  Edinburgh, Granton and Leith Railways

  
    ASIN 1398108561

    Publisher Amberley Publishing

    Published 2023-04-15

    Author(s) Williamson, Kenneth G. 
  

  View on Amazon
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        John McIntyre 1954 - 2022. A tribute

        Mark Bartlett

        

             John McIntyre was born in Cardross to Archie and Muriel, and became an older brother to ...

      

    

  

  
    
      
        

      

      
        The Heir of Entail, his Factor and the Invercauld Tramway

        Charlie Niven

        

          
The real story of the people behind a doomed railway

Introduction

The Duke of Sutherland ...

      

    

  

  
    
      
        

      

      
        The End of Ayrshire Coal

        Bill Roberton

        

            

Coal has been known of and extracted in Ayrshire for hundreds of years, but commercial and ...

      

    

  

  
    
      
        

      

      
        A brief history of railway track ballast with special reference to the north east of Scotland

        Charlie Niven

        

            


In January 2020 came the news that Cloburn Quarry Company is the new tenant of the ...
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        Book: Inverkeithing to Thornton Junction via Cowdenbeath including colliery branches - Dennis Lovett and Allan McLean

        Ewan Crawford

        

            
Review by Ewan Crawford This Middleton Press book comprehensively covers the area from ...

      

    

  

  
    
      
        

      

      
        Book: Northern Lines - Lancaster to Oxenholme Including the former LNWR branches to Morecambe and Windermere - Roy Davies

        Malcolm Chattwood

        

            Review by Malcolm Chattwood  The latest volume in the Northern Lines series continues ...

      

    

  

  
    
      
        

      

      
        Book: Lament for a Branch Line (The Preston to Southport Railway)

        Mark Bartlett

        

            Review by Mark Bartlett 

I felt an immediate connection with this book when asked to review ...

      

    

  

  
    
      
        

      

      
        Book: Northern Lines  Preston to Lancaster  West Coast Main Line

        Malcolm Chattwood

        

            Review by Malcolm Chattwood 

A Pendolino covers the 21 miles (34km) between Preston and ...
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